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9 “This, then, is how you should pray:  

“‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 10 your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  11 Give us today our daily bread.  12 And forgive us our 

debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from the evil one.’” 

 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God the Father, and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.  Amen. 

 

In the Christian Church, we worship the Triune God. 

The Bible, in both the Old and New Testaments, teaches us that there is one God.  In 

Deuteronomy chapter 6, as Moses began to convey God’s law to the Israelite people he said, 

Hear O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one (Deut 6:4).  In the Apostle Paul’s first 

letter to the church in Corinth, he writes, There is no God but one (1 Cor 8:4).  Christianity, 

therefore, is a monotheistic religion.  We have one God and we are to worship Him and Him 

alone.   

Yet, just as plainly as Scripture teaches that there is only one true God, it also clearly 

communicates that the one God is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Just think of the words Jesus 

spoke when He instituted Baptism: Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit (Mt 28:19).  So we use words like 

“Trinity” and “Triune” to describe our God because He reveals Himself to us in His Word as one 

God with three distinct Persons.  Both “Trinity” and “Triune” simply mean “three-in-one.”  They 

aren’t words used in the Bible itself, but they help to explain and teach what God reveals to us 

concerning Himself in His Word. 

Just exactly how God can be one indivisible God with three distinct Persons is a mystery 

our human minds can’t fully comprehend, and that’s okay.  It’s enough for us to know that our 

God is Triune, to trust His Word, and to learn as much as we are able to about Him and His 

eternal plan for our salvation.  So over the next three weeks we’ll work toward doing just that.  

We’ll spend one Sunday looking at each of the three Persons of the Trinity to learn about Them 

and God’s plan for our salvation. 

Today, we begin with God the Father, and in order to learn about the Father we’re using a 

very familiar passage from Scripture: The Lord’s Prayer.  There are two places in the Bible 

where Jesus teaches that familiar prayer.  The first is in Matthew chapter 6 where, during His 

Sermon on the Mount, Jesus gives it as an example of a fitting way to pray.  Then in Luke 

chapter 11, Luke tells us that when Jesus returned one day from a time of private prayer to His 

Father one of the disciples asked Him to teach them how to pray and He taught them a somewhat 

shorter version of the prayer He had taught in the Sermon on the Mount. 

In both cases, Jesus gave the Lord’s Prayer as a model for us Christians to use as a 

prayer, and to show us the principles on which we can base our other prayers as well.  But today, 



instead of looking at the Lord’s Prayer as a lesson on how to pray, we’ll be using it to see what 

we can learn about God the Father.  As we do that, it will help enrich our understanding of the 

prayer as we continue using it in worship and in our daily lives. 

The prayer starts by addressing the one to whom we are praying: Our Father in heaven.   

When we address the one true God as Our Father it reminds us that as the Creator He is 

the Father of all things—the source from which we come.  God Created the world.  He knit each 

of us together in our mothers’ wombs and gave us life.  But there is also a much deeper meaning 

for Christians as we come to God and address Him as Our Father.  He shows us in His Word 

that we can boldly come to Him and pray to Him, addressing Him as our Father, because He sent 

His Son Jesus to redeem us from our sins, reconciling us to Himself and adopting us as His own, 

dear children.   

That truth is all the more impressive when we consider that this God who has made us 

His children is the God who dwells in the heavens, the Creator and Lord of all the universe!  

That God, the Almighty LORD who has purified us through the work of His Son, now bids us to 

come to Him in prayer as confidently as children come to speak to their earthly fathers.  And as 

our Father, He is eager to help us and to listen as we bring our needs and the needs of our 

Christian brothers and sisters before Him. 

Following the address, we find the first petition or request of the Lord’s Prayer: 

Hallowed be Your name.  In his Small Catechism, Martin Luther provides an explanation of 

this petition saying, God’s name is certainly holy by itself, but we pray in this petition that we too 

may keep it holy.  That’s really the case in each of the seven appeals we make in Lord’s Prayer.  

We aren’t asking God for anything new.  We’re simply asking Him to keep being Himself, to 

remain faithful to the truth and promises He has already revealed in His Word, and to include us 

in the keeping of those promises. 

God is holy.  He has revealed His holiness to us in His Word.  That’s what we mean 

when we talk about God’s name.  His name is more than the three-letter-word “God” or the five-

letter-word “Jesus.”  God’s name—or we could say, His reputation—is everything that He has 

revealed about Himself to us in the Bible.  The holiest part of God’s name, the most amazing part 

of what He tells us about Himself, is that He is the God of forgiving and saving grace.  God uses 

us to keep His name holy now as we teach and proclaim His Word in truth and purity and live 

our lives according to it.  And He will, ultimately, prove the holiness of His name when He 

raises us from the dead to eternal life with Him.  The resurrection is God’s final and definitive 

answer to this petition. 

Next, we pray, Your kingdom come.  When the Bible talks about God’s kingdom it 

doesn’t use the word kingdom in the sense of a country or territory, but rather to describe God’s 

royal reign—His act of ruling.  God’s kingdom is His plan for the salvation of mankind in action, 

carried out each day through His means of grace, the gospel in the Word and Sacraments.  And 

ultimately, God’s kingdom is His rule over all the saints for all eternity in heaven.   

When we pray for God’s kingdom to come, we’re reminded that our heavenly Father has 

an eternal plan for our salvation.  He wants us to be His subjects, His children.  He wanted us to 

be brought to faith through Baptism and the gospel of Jesus and He wants us to continue to be 

strengthened in our faith through the gospel in the Word and the Lord’s Supper.  Finally, He 

wants us and all believers to live with Him forever—in His perfect kingdom, under His perfect 

rule, for all eternity. 

That is what God wants.  That is His good, perfect, and gracious will.  So we pray in the 

next petition, Your will be done on earth as it is heaven.  It’s a fitting summary of the first two 



petitions.  Again, God’s will is going to be accomplished whether we ask for it in prayer or not.  

We simply ask that He continue to carry out His will by showing the holiness of His name and 

ruling our hearts with the gospel, strengthening us and our fellow believers and bringing the lost 

into His kingdom through the proclamation of the gospel. 

In the next petition we pray, Give us today our daily bread.  There are a few things we 

can learn about God the Father here.  The first is that He not only wants us to talk to Him 

confidently as our Father, He wants us to do it regularly!  Jesus’ model for prayer isn’t to pray 

once to our Father for everything we will ever need for entire lives and then leave it at that; it’s 

to come to our Father daily asking Him on each new day to give us what we need. 

This fourth petition also reminds us that our all-powerful, divine Father both has the 

power to provide for us and promises that He will do just that, giving us not just bread but 

everything that we need for our lives here on earth in the amount and manner and at the time that 

He knows is best for us.  We pray that He would remain always faithful to His promises to 

provide for us, giving us everything we need to keep serving Him by keeping His name holy and 

letting His kingdom come. 

God not only provides for us physically, but spiritually as well, so in the fifth part of the 

Lord’s Prayer we pray, Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  This takes 

us back to the heart of all that our heavenly Father has revealed to us in His Word.  Our sin 

destroyed our relationship with Him, so He sent His Son Jesus, the Lamb of God, to bear the sins 

of the world; and He has taken them away, canceling our debt and nailing our sins to the cross. 

God’s gospel of forgiveness isn’t something we want to hear only once.  It’s something 

we want and need to hear again and again.  Through continuously pouring out His forgiveness to 

us through the gospel in the Word and in the Lord’s Supper and by reminding us of the new 

status we received as His forgiven children in Baptism, our Father draws us deeper and deeper 

into a personal relationship with Him in which we never tire of hearing those words, I forgive 

you. 

But it isn’t just us who need that constant assurance of forgiveness, our brothers and 

sisters need it too, and God teaches us in this petition that we are the instruments He uses to 

bring them that blessed news.  It’s pretty awesome, isn’t it?  Our heavenly Father allows us to 

share in His saving activity by pointing others to the forgiveness, peace, and hope they have 

through Jesus. 

The final two petitions we pray in the Lord’s Prayer are, Lead us not into temptation 

and Deliver us from evil.  We know from what the Bible teaches that it is not God who tempts 

us to sin.  Temptations come from Satan, from the sinful world we live in, and from our own 

sinful flesh.  When we ask our Father not to lead us into temptation we aren’t asking Him never 

to put us into a situation in which we will be tempted.  He never promises to do that in His Word.  

In fact, He tells us that we will be tempted!  What we’re asking for in this petition is that God 

will not lead us to succumb to those temptations, but that instead He would lead us to turn away 

from sin to Him.   

Once again, this doesn’t mean that if we didn’t bring this prayer to God the opposite 

would be true.  We are simply praying that God would continue to be God—a God who hates 

sin, loves His children, and will never cause us to fall; a God who gives His children 

opportunities to praise and worship Him by turning aside from sin and clinging to Him.   

In asking that He would deliver us from evil we certainly are asking that He deliver us 

that greatest evil—the evil of sin that threatens our salvation—by strengthening us through the 

gospel to withstand temptation and forgiving for the times we fall prey to temptation, but we’re 



also asking that our loving Father would deliver us from every other kind of evil—grief, pain, 

sickness, poverty, loneliness, and everything else that troubles us in this world—transforming 

them into blessings and working them for our eternal good as He reminds us that He is 

everything we need just as He has promised to do in His Word. 

When we look at the Lord’s Prayer, there is lot that we can learn about our heavenly 

Father.  We see the love and the care that He has for us and not only for us but for all of His 

children.  We see the amazing plan He has for us, reconciling us to Himself through His Son and 

strengthening us day in and day out with every spiritual and physical blessing.  And finally, we 

see the end goal He has for us—the ultimate revelation of His holiness, the full accomplishment 

of His will, the perfection of His kingdom, the complete and final deliverance of His children 

from all evil. 

When we see how great and awesome our heavenly Father is, we can’t help concluding 

our prayer to Him with an expression of praise, glorifying His holy name.  And so we join with 

all the saints in proclaiming Yours, Father, are the Kingdom and the Power and Glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 


